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How to Enter a Room
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The kind one is going in (“if he’s the one asking...”). The convenient one is going in (you get ahead on your
work). The professional one is NOT going in: “Thank you, but I'll let you enjoy your breakfast in peace — I'll
come back in a little while. Would around 12 noon suit you?” A smile, a step back, a specific time.

Why, if he invited you himself? Because a courtesy invitation is not real consent — in a minute that guest in a
bathrobe will feel uncomfortable with you inside, and the discomfort is always paid for by the uniform — and
because working with a half-dressed guest in a closed room leaves you unprotected: in any
misunderstanding, it's your word against his. The protocol exists precisely so that you never end up on that
ground.

A rule to keep: the guest’s kindness doesn’t replace your protocol. Your protocol protects him too — even if
he doesn’t know it.




